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Cover photograph: Prerostylis curta (the Blunt Greenhood), copied from a photograph taken 
some years ago by Tom Patullo. These orchids should be flowering very soon in their known 
growing sites around Bendigo. - 


Legless Lizards in the Whipstick 
Author: Bruce Wallace 


Back in October 1985, Dave King, a member of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club, was on a club 
Campout in what is now the Whipstick State Park. Now, Dave has a passion for turning over 
loose rocks, old pieces of metal, wood, bark etc, to discover what may be living beneath. 


While in a patch of Green Mallee (Eucalyptus viridis) Dave discovered a small, brown, or rather, 
dirty white coloured snake but, upon closer examination, he declared that it was a species of 
Legless Lizard. So, after the necessary photos had been taken, the creature was replaced beneath 
the rock. Back at Geelong, Dave identified his lizard as a species of Aprasia, so he decided to 
write an article for the Geelong Field Naturalists magazine about this Legless Lizard and its habitat. 


Many years later, Peter Robertson from the Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research, 
became aware of this report and associated photographs and contacted Dave for more information. 


In Spring last year, Peter Robertson and John Coventry were able to spend 3 weeks in the 
Whipstick State Park and the proposed Eaglehawk Regional Park searching for more specimens of 
Aprasia. Six Legless Lizards were found in this period; one was found by turning over loose 
rocks, 3 in the pit traps that they constructed, and 2 were found active amongst the ground litter 


during the day. All were found within an area of 2 km2; they were near the boundary between the 
2 parks and appeared to utilise only the areas of Green Mallee and the adjacent Ironbark vegetation. 


This proved to be an extremely interesting find, because it was well outside the range of any 
species in the genus Aprasia; at the present time, they believe that it is a new species, most closely 
related to Aprasia parapulchella from the ACT and to Aprasia pseudopulchella from the Flinders 
Ranges. 


There will be much further research to be completed before they can be sure that it is a new 
species, but they are very confident. They plan for further field work during this Spring, 
extending their search into the Kamarooka State Park and other areas of Mallee vegetation in 
Central Victoria. One major emphasis of the study will be the possible effects of current mining 
practices on this genus of local reptile fauna. 


The State Museum of Victoria has a specimen of Aprasia which was collected at the end of last 
Century by the Geological Survey of Victoria but without locality data. 


If any members have found this species of Legless Lizard, they could contact Peter Robertson at 
the Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research with details of its habitat, how it was 
concealed, and the date when it was found. This may well turn out to be a new species of Legless 
Lizard to be added to the list of reptiles for the area when more information is available. Currently, 
this Aprasia species is listed in the Whipstick Public Lands Proposed Management Plan in 
Appendix 4: Reptiles and Amphibians of the Whipstick Public Lands simply as Aprasia species. 


Dave King was back with the Geelong Field Naturalists at their Queen's Birthday Weekend 
campout (June 1989), again turning over rocks but without further success in finding more 
specimens of Aprasia species. 


Mealy Bundy near Castlemaine 
Author: Ern Perkins 


Long-leaf Box (Eucalyptus goniocalyx) has been one of the easiest of the local eucalypts to 
recognise. It has rough, finely fibrous bark, and the round, usually grey, juvenile leaves growing 
in Opposite pairs make it quite distinctive. The only other eucalypt with similar juvenile leaves is 
the smooth-barked Candlebark. 


However, 2 species are now recognised; these are Long-leaf Box (Eucalyptus goniocalyx) and 
Mealy Bundy ( Eucalyptus nortonii). Both are described in Flora of Australia Vol 19; the key on 
Page 51 is quite specific, leaving out distracting species. 


1 Buds, and usually fruits, glaucous. ....... Eucalyptus nortonii 
1 Fruits not glaucus; buds not glaucous ....... Eucalyptus goniocalyx 


In the descriptions of each, the juvenile/sucker leaves of Eucalyptus goniocalyx are described as: 
light green, slightly discolourous (ie not the same colour back and front) 

and of Eucalyptus nortonii as: 
dull grey or glaucous, concolorous (ie the same colour on both sides). 


The bark of Long-leaf Box is described as being grey-brown, and the bark of Mealy Bundy as 
being grey or grey-brown. 


On a Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club outing to Hepburn, a very glaucous tree was seen (on 
private property) that was recognised as being Mealy Bundy rather than Long-leaf Box. Once one 
specimen is seen it is much easier to find others and, next day, some more were seen growing at 
Kalimna Point (about 1km East of the Castlemaine Post Office). A sample from this tree was sent 
to the Herbarium and its identification as Eucalyptus nortonii was confirmed with the comment that 
“Your area would be particularly important in a study of variation between Long-leaf Box and 
Mealy Bumdy because both grow in the vicinity and the population of the latter species is quite 
disjunct". Since then, Mealy Bundy has been found growing in the Muckleford Forest, at 
Glenluce, in the Sandon Forest, at McKenzies Hill (Castlemaine West) and near Eppalock 
(identified from a bus window). 


At the moment there are a lot of questions to be answered: 
What is the identity of the local species? 
What proportion of the trees are Long-leaf Box? 
Is the distinction clear-cut or do the species merge? 
Do all Long-leaf Box have green juvenile leaves? 
What kind of habitat does each species prefer? 
What is the geographical range of each species? 


I would be interested in receiving records for each species in the Castlemaine/Bendigo district. If 
material is collected, samples of buds, fruit and juvenile/sucker leaves are needed. Samples, in 
particular those with green buds and fruit (if they can be found), should be sent to the National 
Herbarium. 


A further note concerning Mealy Bundy and Long-leaved Box 
Author: Don Franklin 


These two species are a classic example of the difficulties facing taxonomists. At the extremes, 
they are so different as to warrant status as separate species. This can be seen by comparing trees 
along the Diamond Iiill Road at the top of the Spring Gully Water Reserve (Mealy Bundy, 
Eucalyptus nortonii) with those around the Summit at Melvilles Caves (Long-leaved Box, 
Eucalyptus goniocalyx). But, intermediate specimens are probably the rule rather than the 
exception; are they stabilised hybrids or clinal variants or what? Ern's interest in the species 
complex is most commendable and I would be happy to pass on to him any specimens which 
Bendigo people may collect. 


Narracoorte Caves Conservation Park 
Author: David Mc Donald 


The Narracorte Caves Conservation Park, in the South-East of South Australia, offers many 
impressive sights of calcite formations in its limestone caves. Well-guided tours are conducted in 3 
caves, Blanche Cave, Alexandra Cave, and Victoria Fossil Cave, and a current restoration program 
is being undertaken to repair areas previously degraded by visitor pressure. 


The stalactite and stalagmite formations are of considerable beauty and range from curtains of fine 
straws to longer columns and pillars. Wetas (Cave Crickets) can be seen in Alexandra Cave; Bent- 
wing Bats use the Narracoorte Caves for breeding and these can be seen in their thousands 
between November and February, as they leave the maternity cave to feed. 


To me, the most important site is the Victoria Fossil Cave, which used to be called Victoria Cave. 
This cave contains some impressive calcite formations (for example, The Chess Players' Gallery, 
shown in the photograph), however, its importance lies in the discovery made by the Cave 
Explorers Group of SA in 1969, of a narrow-entranced chamber containing an extensive bed of 
Pleistocene Age fossils. These deposits were formed by silt washing into the caves along with the 
remains of dead animals. Sixty-seven species of animal fossils have been found in this chamber, 
13 of which are now extinct including the Giant Browsing Kangaroo, large Echidnas, a huge 
Wombat of Hippopatamus proportions, the Giant Australian Python (Wonambi narracoortensis) of 
approximately 5 metres length, and a Marsupial Lion (Thylaceo carnifex). 


The entrance to the Fossil Chamber has now been enlarged to allow visitors to view the progress 
of a ‘Dig’. 


The cultivation of terrestrial orchids - part 6 
Author: Tom Patullo 


Even if we are cultivating orchids, we are still not permitted to dig them up out of the bush. So, 
where do we obtain the tubers to plant in our shade-houses? The main source of supply is from 
the Native Orchid Club's Tuber Bank in Melbourne. First however, you have to be a member of 
the Australasian Native Orchid Society (ANOS), and then, orchid 'serves' may be applied for at a 
fee of $1 per serve. A serve consists of several tubers of each species requested, the actual number 
supplied being determined by the availability of tubers. The tuber bank's supplies come from 
surplus tubers donated by Orchid Club members for distribution to other members whether they 
are established growers or beginners. 


As well as donations from other growers, there are the tubers obtained from 'Rescue Digs' which 
are conducted by members of the Victorian branch of ANOS from time to time whenever there are 
areas containing orchids which are about to be destroyed by bulldozers working on subdivisions 
and roadmaking. After the necessary permission of the landowner or the responsible authority has 
beeen obtained, the orchids can then be lifted and distributed to any nearby local reserve which can 
accept them and the remainder are placed in the club's tuber bank. In this way we can see that the 
cultivation of native orchids is indeed striking a blow for conservation. Another source of supply 
of orchid tubers is from commercial growers who have them for sale. 


Of course, there are local instances where it would be perfectly legal to conduct similar rescue digs 
in known orchid areas which are about to be destroyed. It would need only a little organisation 
among interested people to achieve the desired result. 


Sunday morning (July 23) was cold and showery, giving very little promise of a pleasant Sunday 
drive, but, approaching mid-day, the clouds began to disperse and, by 2pm, the day was 
gloriously sunny; the Whipstick called! It was a lovely opportunity for a quick survey of the 
Spring and Summer flowering orchid sites. Would they continue the promise of bountiful 
flowering which was shown by the Autumn and Winter orchids? 


Indeed they did; the dainty litle Dwarf Greenhood (Prerostylis nana) was plentiful and in flower; 
Thelymitras (Sun Orchids) showed numerous single leaves, and other species were plentiful. But 
the most pleasant surprise of the day was the regeneration of Prerostylis biseta near Skylark Dam. 
If | remember correctly, when Rod Orr and I visited the site last year, I think that we located 7 
plants in this colony, but, on this Sunday, Tess and I counted 30 basal rosettes. Many were small, 
appearing to be juvenile plants, suggesting that the mature plants had seeded well last Summer and 
that many of these seeds had produced seedlings in the good conditions experienced this year. 
Perhaps all of these young plants may not flower this year but we will, no doubt, have an 
improved show next year. 


Another observation worth mentioning is the appearance of 2 rosettes crammed close together 
almost as if there had been a tuber division or if the mature plant had produced a second tuber, 
either occurrence being almost unknown with this species of orchid. It will be interesting indeed, 
if this does turn out to be so. Of course, there could be some doubt as to the correct recognition of 
these orchids at the basal rosette stage. I know that my eyes are not as good as they used to be but 
I think I have been looking at orchid basal leaves for long enough to recognise the rosettes of the 
Rufa group of orchids. I will, however, try to arrange for Rod and Jan Orr to bring their young 
eyes out to help with further identification of these plants. 


A quick survey around the old Wild Cherry tree failed to turn up any sign of Pterostylis setifera 
rosettes and it appears that they may have gone forever from this spot. The Duck Orchids (Caleana 


major) however, were terrific, with basal leaves almost 8 cm long (about 3 inches) and almost 1/2 
cm wide (about !/4 of an inch); showing great promise. 


As the days of this month 
go by, reports and 
observations continue to 
come in of the wonderful 
growing season which 
promises a bountiful 
orchid display later in 
Spring. Today (July 27) 
Tess and I were out ona 
short stroll after dinner 
when we found, on our 
own property, and only 
about 50 metres from our 
house, the largest colony 
of Pterostylis biseta 
rosettes that I have ever 
seen. In a space easily 
covered by a kitchen table, 
we counted 50 plants. 
Again, as in the Whipstick 
last Sunday, we observed 
that there were some 
rosettes up to 5 cm across 
(about 2 inches) and many 
quite a bit smaller as if 
some were mature plants 
and others were seedlings. 
Again, as on Sunday, we 
observed that there were 
several plants crammed up 
close as if there had been a 
tuber duplication. We 


: have lived here for nearly 


16 years during which 


: time we have walked over 


our 8 hectares (about 20 
acres) many times always 
on the lookout for orchid 
basal leaves and flowers. 
Yet, here was this lovely 
spot crammed with basal 


: leaves only about 5 metres 
& from the track which we 


use as a drive-way, and it 


; had remained 


undiscovered for so long. 


Pterostylis biseta in flower: copied from a photograph which was taken several years ago by Tom 
Patullo. This is what Tom is expecting from the large number of rosettes which he has found on 
his property and also in the Whipstick. Pterostylis biseta doesn't flower until late Spring; there's 


plenty of time for anticipation in orchid watching. 


How true is the statement made often by Jack Kellam and others, that, once having discovered 
something of interest, we tend to return again and again to the same spot, ignoring other nearby 
places which may prove to be just as interesting. 


I think that orchid lovers will be able to look forward to many enjoyable hours in the bush this 
year. 


At the time of writing (July 17), there were some interesting orchids in flower in the shadehouse. 
Parson's Bands and the Autumn Greenhood have been replaced by the following Winter flowerers: 
Pterostylis obtusa and Pterostylis X toveyana; this latter orchid is a natural hybrid, thought to be a 
cross between Pterostylis concinna and Pterostylis alata, which is quite feasible as they bloom at 
the same time and frequent the same localities. 


Pterostylis concinna is in full bloom now in the shadehouse and so is Prerostylis ophioglossa, a 
greenhood orchid which tends towards a tan colour with white stripes. Both of these orchids have 
a notched labellum or, in common language, a forked tongue, and both send their flower stems up 
from the centre of their basal leaves. Not so, however, with Prerostylis scabra (robusta) which, as 
I mentioned in last month's article, is a member of the Cauline group and has flowers which appear 
before their basal leaves; this orchid is still flowering and is in good condition. There is also a pot 
full of the dainty little Prerostylis nana, the Dwarf Greenhood, all holding their flowers erect with 
their tiny horns (lateral sepals) held straight up. This orchid is one of our local gems, very 
plentiful and in flower now in our bushland. 


I must also mention Corybas fimbriatus, a Helmet Orchid which is similar to our local Helmet 
Orchid (Corybas diemenicus) in form and colour but with a flower almost twice the size of ours. 
As well as this difference in flower size, our local Helmet Orchid does not flower until August. 


request for information 
Author: Don Franklin 


I have commenced re-writing The Birds of the Bendigo District and I am eager to 
obtain any information on the occurrence of: 

Emu 

Bustard (Plains Turkey) 

Blue-bonnet Parrot, 
in this district. If anyone can put me onto some references, this would be 
appreciated. My ‘phone number is 42 5169. 


Wildflowers of Bendigo reprint. 
The Wildflowers of Bendigo is being reprinted and will be available again by the 
end of August; just in time for our Spring-time. 


Lord of the Treetops: The Square-tailed Kite in Central Victoria 
Author: Don Franklin 


The Square-tailed Kite is an exciting bird to find, for it is uncommon in most parts of its range and 
very rare in Victoria. It is equally enthralling to watch as it floats effortlessly amongst the tree-tops 
on wings that seem almost too large. Its special skill is in the way it manouvres over, around and 
through the woodland canopy with scarcely a flicker of its wings, in its search for birds, their 
nestlings, and large insects. 


Once you've seen a Square-tailed Kite, you'll never confuse it with any other bird of prey. Its 
distinguishing features include: 


Ht The long, prominently fingered wings. Whilst gliding, they are held in an upswept 
position. The wing shoulder may appear particularly prominent in silhouette. 


2 The fairly long, square-cut tail which the bird twists from side to side as it flies. 


3 Its habit of floating just over the forest canopy is unusual amongst large Kites (compare 
with the Whistling Kite, Fork-tailed Kite and Black-shouldered Buzzard, all of which prefer open 
skies). 


4 Many individuals, but not all, have a distinct whitish face, bulls-eyes on the wings and a 
reddish breast. Markings vary greatly in intensity and are more distinct in adults than immatures. 


However, if you've seen a bird of prey that resembles a Fork-tailed Kite (or Black Kite) but with a 
square tail, then the chances are that you've seen a Fork-tailed Kite with a square tail! This is a 
common trap for the inexperienced! 


The Square-tailed Kite is not listed in The Birds of the Bendigo District and has not been reported 
in Whirrakee. However, there are 2 series of sightings from our area as well as several more not 
too far away. 


On February 11, 1982, Glenise Moors saw one Square-tailed Kite near her home at Sedgwick. It 
was seen again on February 13 and 17; on the last occasion, by other members of her family as 
well. She has given us a good description. The bird was seen in well-timbered farmland and 
adjacent forest where, in characteristic fashion, it flew low over the trees. Glenise recorded that its 
presence upset the Magpies and Galahs in the vicinity. 


The second series of sightings occurred in and near the Muckleford Forest between Castlemaine 
and Maldon as follows: 


1 One, seen in the forest by Harvey Rich, Sally Dearricott and me on 31/8/86. 

2 Seen at Maldon by Mike Carter (a well-known Melbourne observer; reported in The Bird 
Observer, Jan/Feb 1987); no further details were obtained. 

3 One seen in the forest by Murray Grant (a Ballarat aon), 

4 Two seen near the ruins of the Gower School by Frank Harrup (a Ballarat observer). 


The bird seen on 31/8/86 repeatedly circled low over an area of Ironbarks that had been opened up 
by a fire a few years before and which were flowering profusely and teeming with honeyeaters. 
Murray Grant reported that it was "soaring just above the tree-tops, then flying quite low through 
the trees" in Box-Ironbark forest. One of the 2 birds seen by Frank Harrup was perched. 


A little further afield, a well-known Melbourne bird observer, Fred T.H.Smith, describes a 
sighting at Bailieston, near Rushworth on 22/9/86, as follows: 


"the bird was noted at Bailieston Historic Reserve by Fred Anderson and me. Most of the trees 
there are Red Ironbark with a scattering of other species reaching about the same height. The 
Square-tailed Kite was first seen gliding low over the tree canopy. A little later, it came lower 
under the tree canopy and flew about among the trees. Eventually, it alighted about 18m up ina 
eucalypt overhead. It actually chose the tree nearest us to perch. It was unafraid of our close 
presence and sat preening. It appeared to be an adult. The whitish face area was well seen, as was 
the length of the tail. The bird was still preening about 10 minutes later as we moved on. From 
about 100m away, we saw the bird fly from its perch undisturbed by us. It continued to fly 
around under the canopy within the forest." 


He added in a letter to me on 9/12/88: "Note that fearlessness towards people, to the point of 
inquisitiveness, does seem to be a feature of this species’ behaviour - I had a similar experience 
when I first saw the species in the Piliga Scrub in NSW, 8 years ago.” 


A pair of Square-tailed Kites nested at Blackwood in January 1986, where they were apparently 
seen by many observers. This extraordinary use of wet forest was repeated when Murray Grant 
saw 3 of these Kites just out of the town of Daylesford on 2/1/89. At least one of these was seen 
again in subsequent weeks by various observers, including John Robinson, David Mc Donald and 
me, on the following weekend. An unusual feature of these sightings was that the Kites were 
often seen soaring high above the forest. 


Rumour has it that a pair of Square-tailed Kites visit and nest in the Ararat/Stawell area each 
Summer. In The Atlas of Victorian Birds (Emison et al, 1987), it is-suggested that the Square- 
tailed Kite is a Spring/Summer migrant to Victoria, although records at other times of the year are 
noted. 


When identifying any unusual birds of prey, the Square-tailed Kite is well worth keeping in mind! 


Committee Report: July 1989 
Author: Secretary 


1. Subscription rates were set at: Family $20; Single $16; Pensioner and Junior $11; 
Whirrakee only $16. 


2 A reprint of The Wildflowers of Bendigo will be available on August 28. 


3 Jane Cleary is the BFNC representative on the Land Protection Regional Advisory 
Committee - Bendigo Region. 


4 A Nature Trail will be organised on One Tree Hill in September. 


5 A submission on the Whipstick Public Lands Proposed Management Plan has been sent to 
the Department of Conservation Forests and Lands. 


Bird Notes and Observations from the Bird Observers Group Meeting, July, 1989 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlight 
Grey-crowned Babbler, 8 in one party, Woodland near Eppalock Weir, 1/7/89 


Special Project Birds 

Little Falcon, 1, BCAE(bushland), 23/6/89 
Little Falcon, 1, Kennington Reservoir, 24/6/89 
Little Falcon, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 5/7/89 

Little Falcon, 1, Lake Neangar, 7/7/89 

Pallid Cuckoo, 1, Strathdale, 6/9/88 

Pallid Cuckoo, 1, Strathdale, 9/9/88 

Pallid Cuckoo, 1, Bendigo CAE, 16/9/88 
Pallid Cuckoo, 1, Strathdale, 23/9/88 

Pallid Cuckoo, 1, Strathdale, 21/10/88 

Pallid Cuckoo, 1, Junortoun, 30/10/88 

Pallid Cuckoo, 1, Chateau Le Amon Winery Big Hill, 30/12/88 


Observations 

Black Swan, 2 adults and 4 half grown young, Kennington Reservoir, 28/6/89 
Blue-faced Honeyeater, 1, Maiden Gully, 22/6/89 

Blue-faced Honeyeater, 3 adults & 1 immature, Eaglehawk, 23/6/89 
Blue-faced Honeyeater, 2, Maiden Gully,24/6/89 

Brown Quail, 4, Chateau Le Amon, 14/5/89 

Cattle Egret, 15, Boort, 10/6/89 

Cattle Egret, 15, Boort, 24/6/89 

Crimson Rosella, 1 adult & 2 immature, Kooyoora SP, 11/6/89 
Crimson Rosella, 2, Lyal Glen, 2/7/89 

Eastern Yellow Robin, 3, Lyal Glen (nesting), 16/6/89 

European Goldfinch, 50, Mandurang, 5/7/89 

Flame Robin, 1 adult male, Chateau Le Amon, 25/4/89 

Flame Robin, 1 adult male, BCAE, 23/6/89 

Flame Robin, 7 to 12, Sedgwick/Mt Herbert Range, 5/7/89 
Golden Whistler, 1 male, Maiden Gully, 30/6/89 

Grey Fantail, 7, Chateau Le Amon, 19/4/89 

Long-billed Corella, 1, Between Maldon and Lockwood South, 25/6/89 
Nankeen Kestrel, 2, Calivil, last week of June 89 

Nankeen Night Heron, 1, Mandurang, 20/12/88 

Pied Currawong, 10, Strathdale and Flora Hill, May 89 

Pied Currawong, 10, Axedale,June 89 

Pied Currawong, 10, Strathdale and Flora Hill, June 89 

Pied Currawong, 10, Axedale, July 89 

Pied Currawong, 10, Strathdale and Flora Hill, July 89 

Purple Swamp Hen, 10, Calivil, 8/6/89 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet, 15, Strathdale Park, May 89 
Red-browed Firetail, 1, Chateau Le Amon, 16/4/89 

Reed Warbler, 1 calling, Mandurang, 16/6/89 

Silvereye, 30, Strathfieldsaye, 3/7/89 

Silvereye Tasmanian form, 2, Chateau Le Amon, 7/4/89 

Spotted Pardalote, 8 to 10, Sedgwick feeding on ground, 24/6/89 
Striated Pardalote, 70+, Mandurang, 23/6/89 

Striated Pardalote, 8 to 10, Sedgwick feeding on ground, 24/6/89 
Wedge-tailed Eagle, 2, North-West of Inglewood, 6/6/89 

White Egret, 1, Mandurang, 20/12/88 


Observations 

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, 1, Lyal Glen, 1/7/89 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, 1, Lyal Glen, 6/7/89 
White-browed Babbler, 10, Lyal Glen, 3/7/89 
White-naped Honeyeater, 1, Rosalind Park, 3/7/89 


Notes 

Crimson Rosellas have come to live at Lyal Glen near Redesdale for the past 6 years and have 
nested in a Red Gum hollow four times. While the birds have been known to raise 4 young, the 
size of the colony does not increase. The young stay all summer but move away with the parents 
in Autumn. The July sighting was of 2 birds, both in immature plumage. 


Also at Lyal Glen the White-browed Babblers have developed into a group of 10 birds from a 
single pair 8 years ago. This followed a complete absence of 20 years. The group forages about 
during the day using approximately 3 hectares of mixed trees and shrubs. Boundary fences and 
lanes do not harbour the flock but they stay within the island of flora. This area is only connected 
to the forest by spasmodic large Eucalypts on the lane and water course. The flock is being 
observed for nesting records to see if any division occurs, possibly into new groupings or 
breakaways to another area. 


The sighting of 8 Grey-crowned Babblers at Eppalock is an encouraging report for this species. 
"The largest flock I've seen in the Bendigo area" ,says the observer. This is an increase in number 
from a flock of 6 birds seen at Lake Eppalock in January 1988. The Grey-crowned Babbler has 
declined in the Bendigo area with only small numbers being recorded at fewer locations. The 
general decline has its parallel in the Melbourne area and the Arthur Rylah Institute is conducting a 
comprehensive study of their locations in the metropolitan area. 


Bird Observers Group Report: July 1989 
Author: Nancy Stone 


Twenty-six members braved weather conditions that could only have been described as 
‘atrocious’, to attend the July meeting at the Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 


The syllabus item, 'A Study of Similar Calls from Different Birds', was prepared by Bill Flentje 
with his usual high standard of professional skill. Groups of birds whose calls were presented 
together were: 


Bronze Cuckoos: Horsfield's; Black-eared; Shining. 
Painted Quail; Bronzewing Pigeons: Forest & Brush. 
Flycatchers: Leaden & Restless. 

Lorikeets: Musk; Purple-crowned; Little. 

Whistlers: Gilbert; Rufous; Golden. 

Nightjars: Spotted; White-throated. 

Grey Fantail; White-tailed Warbler. 

Songlarks: Rufous; Brown. 


The opportunity to listen to confusing calls presented in this way was greatly appreciated by 
members and we plan to listen to a further selection of similar bird calls during a future meeting. 


Concern was expressed at the trapping and shooting of protected birds of prey by racing pigeon 


fanciers, and also the threat of disease posed by racing pigeons to raptors; action was considered to 
publicise the problem. 
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VFNCA Spring Campout: Creswick, October 20,21 & 22 
The venue for this campout will be the Adekate Fellowship Centre, Dean Road; 7km from 
Creswick, 2km from Dean (well signposted at both ends). 


The Adekate Fellowship Centre offers sleeping accommodation for 64 people in 2 Bunkhouses 
divided into 16 smaller sections; each of these contains 2 single beds and one double-decker bunk 
with foam mattresses. Bring your own sleeping bag, blankets, sheets, pillows, pillowslips, and 
towels. 


Facilities 

The facilities are as follows: 
Amenities block - toilets, showers, plenty of hot water, drying room. 
Conference room for meetings has a fire-place and an adjoining room for quiet times. 
Fully appointed Dining Hall 


Meals 

The camp will be fully catered by the caretakers of the Centre; meals will consist of: 
Friday - evening dinner and supper. 
Saturday - breakfast, lunch (cut lunch provided; BYO thermos and cup; hot water 
available at the camp; tea, coffee, milk, sugar provided), dinner. 
Sunday - breakfast, lunch. 


Costs 
Accommodation $5 per person per night. 
Meals $30 for all meals including Friday night's dinner (6pm); $6 for single meals (to be booked). 
Camp bookings are required by October 1, 1989; a deposit of $10 per person is to be 
forwardedwith your application to: 

Bill Trewin, 89 Napier Street, Creswick. Vic. 3363 


Alternative accommodation 
There is a motel and a caravan park at both Clunes and Creswick; make your own arrangements if 
you require accommodation at a motel or caravan park. 


Contact Bruce Wallace for Application Forms and for further information. 


Excursion Notice: Mt Kosciusko Camp: January 20 to 27, 1990. 
Author: Bruce Wallace. 


Two ski lodges have been booked at Charlotte's Pass for this week: 

1 Southern Alps Ski lodge: Accommodation cost is $50 per person for the week. 

2 Pigmy Possum Lodge: Accommodation costs are: $65 per person for the week; $180 for a 
family for the week. 


As we are limited to 70 beds, bookings will be made on a ‘First come, first served' basis. A 
deposit of 50% of your total accommodation costs is required by November 15, 1989, and full 
payment is required by December 29, 1989. Late payment could mean that you will miss out as 
there has been considerable interest expressed in participating in this camp. 


All inquiries, bookings and deposit payments should be directed to Rob Watkins, Marnie Road, 
Bendigo (434891). 
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Bendigo Alpine Club Excursion: _ Aboriginal relics - Kooyoora State Park 
Author: John Lindner 


Leader: Fred Halls (Melbourne); Organiser: John Lindner (39 7308) 
Saturday, October 7 
Meet at the Melville Caves picnic and camping area (at the bottom of the mountain) at 9am. We 
will drive back a short way towards the Park entrance and take 2 different walks to look at the rock 
wells, rock shelters, scarred trees and flora of the following areas of the Park: 

Melville South area South of the road. 

Melville West area West of the road. 
Sunday, October 8 
Meet at the Melville Caves parking area (at the top of the mountain) at 9am. We will drive North 
along the main road through the Park and, again, take 2 different walks through the Park, 
discovering Aboriginal relics and flora of the following areas of the Park: 

Crystal Mine area 

Kooyoora West area; the ridge extending from Mt Kooyoora to the West. 
Please bring your lunch in a back-pack as we will eat away from the cars; also bring your camera 
and binoculars. 


Lichen-encrusted Cherry Ballarts (Exocarpos cupressiformis) at Sedgwick; copied from a 
photograph taken by David McDonald. Although David took this photograph in black and white, 
he is able to copy from colour slides or from colour prints or negatives, so, if you would like to 
illustrate a short article, or even just to see one of your photographs reproduced in Whirrakee, 
we would be delighted to hear from you and to receive your photographs for copying. The 
process of copying does not harm the originals in any way. Your original photographs will be 
returned as soon as possible after they are copied. 
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Mr & Mrs R B Allen 
20 Houston St 
BENDIGO VIC 3550 
Diary 
Meetings 
Wednesday September 13 Annual General Meeting. In a break with the tradition of 'The 
President's address’, at this AGM, Rob Watkins will show 
slides of different habitats in Victoria and of their flora and fauna. 


Wednesday October 11 ‘The Regent Honeyeater survey’. Don Franklin. 
Wednesday November 8 ‘Roadside Conservation and Management’. Graham Hill. 


Wednesday December 13 Christmas tea and social evening. BYO casseroles, desserts etc for 
6pm start. 


Bird Observers Group 

Friday October 6, 7:30 pm, Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Speaker: Ken Bodinnar; topic: "Victoria's Wildlife Database’ 
Bird of the Night: Dusky Moorhen 


Botany Group 
Thursday September 28, 7:30 pm, J. Kellam's home, 7 Patrick Street, Bendigo. 


Mammal Survey Group 
Thursday September 21, 7:30 pm, contact W Holsworth, secretary (43 4063), for the location of 
this meeting. 


Committee meeting 
Wednesday September 20, 8pm, L Leeson's home, Lawson Street, Spring Gully 43 0521 


Excursions 
September 17 Diamond Hill/German Gully area - leader: Rod Orr. Meet at 2pm, Havlin 
Street for a half-day visit to this interesting area. 


September 23 to30 Campout - Big Billy Bore (see August issue of Whirrakee for details and 
contact John Lindner for further information) 


October 7 & 8 Bendigo Alpine Club Excursion: Aboriginal relics - Kooyoora State Park 
Leader: Fred Halls (Melbourne); Organiser: John Lindner (39 7308) 
Meet at the Melville Caves picnic and camping area, 9am. Further details 
are given in this issue of Whirrakee; contact John Lindner if you wish to 
attend this excursion or if you require more information. 


October 15 Grevillea obtecta in the Fryerstown area - leader: Ian Evans. 
This will be a full-day excursion, leaving Havlin Street at 10am. When 
travelling between Taradale and Malmsbury, have you ever wondered what 
grows on the wooded hillsides to the West of the highway? Well, this 
excursion will take us there looking at Grevillea obtecta. Until recently, this 
species, which grows only in this area, was known as variety fryerstown. 
We will need to take lunch and afternoon tea 


October 21 & 22 WVENCA Quarterly Meeting at Creswick 


November 12 Looking for Daisies in the Kamarooka Forest (North-East corner). 
Leader: John Lindner. Meet at 2pm, Havlin Street. 


December 17 Jack and Jean Ipsen have invited us to 'Lyal Glen’ for our last club outing 
for 1989. Go direct to 'Lyal Glen’. They expect us to arrive at about 2pm; 
BYO afternoon tea. 


